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Event announcement

Next week, we’ll have another session of our speaker series on
Understanding Democracies: Challenges and Solutions.

• Werner Krause (University of Potsdam) will be our first guest

• Presentation on “Parties’ Path to Parliament and the
Influential Role of Public Opinion Polls”

• you are all invited to join us next Wednesday, 12-13 in Room
GraSP 101
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What we did last week...

• We learned what we mean by institutions

• ...and discussed how they can explain why new parties emerge
and succeed

• Besides, we learned how we can summarize empirical papers
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Plan for today

Today, we are moving towards a second prominent approach to
explain the emergence of political parties. We will discuss...

1. ...what cleavages are

2. ...how they can help to understand party emergence

3. ...and whether they are still relevant (in their original form)
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Summary of key take-away from last week’s reading

Taking a step back from the several specific results, what’s the
main implication of this paper?
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Summary of key take-away from last week’s reading

Electoral institutions shape the likelihood and success of new
parties.

This means:

• the rules of the games substantially shape actors’ motivations

• those who can change the rules determine the fate of other
parties

This brings us to the complementary reading by Boix (1999)
(Mark)
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Setting the rules of the game
• ruling parties have incentives to revise electoral rules if new
(strong) forces emerge

• focus: from plurality systems to proportional systems
• two conditions are important:

1. strength of the new competitor
2. how much can ruling parties coordinate?
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Setting the rules of the game

Figure: Effects of threats (socialist vote * fragmentation of conservative camp) and strengths of
old parties on introduction of more proportional system in new democracies after 1945

What’s new in the other complementary reading by Blondel (1968)
@Parichehr
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Party Systems and Patterns of Government in Western
Democracies

Figure: Ideological composition of party systems

→ We need to consider ideology as well.
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Cleavages

What do we mean when we are talking about a political cleavage?
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Definition of cleavages

According to Lipset and Rokkan (1967), a cleavage can be
defined...

• cleavages capture the lines of conflict running through a
society

• they are dynamic both in spatial and temporal terms
• for a cleavage to be manifested, it must...

1. lead to socio-structural differences
2. entail a commonly shared value space among its members

(psychological group identity)
3. organize the conflict (e.g. through associations or parties)

Political cleavages structure politics. They capture demands of
social groups and let parties adopt strategies to appeal to these
groups strategically.
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Four cleavages by Lipset/Rokkan
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Four cleavages by Lipset/Rokkan
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Four cleavages by Lipset/Rokkan
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Four cleavages by Lipset/Rokkan
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Group work on cleavages

In four groups, discuss what your cleavage is about.

1. Which social transformation led to its emergence?

2. What kind of socio-structural differences does it represent?

3. Which position do the opposing factions have?

4. Which parties might represent which side?

[15 minutes]
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Old Cleavages?
National Revolution

• Centre-Periphery:
• Concentration of power vs. regionalism

• nowadays: regionalist and ethnic parties; earlier: Liberals vs.
monarchy

• Examples: Scottish National Party, Bloc Québécois, Lega Nord

• State-Church:
• secularism vs. power of the church (e.g., on education, social

welfare)

• Religious parties (mainly Christian Democrats)

• Examples: Christlich-Demokratische Union, Partido Popular,
Österreichische Volkspartei
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Old Cleavages?

Industrial Revolution
• Urban-Rural:

• Cleavage between agrarian society and urban industrial class

• Peasant parties, later partly captured by Conservative parties

• Examples: Finnish and Swedish Centre Parties, Polish
Peasant’s Party

• Capital-Labor:
• Interests of the working class vs. bourgeoisie/owners of

production means

• Socialist and social democratic parties

• Beispiele: British Labour Party, Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands, Spanische PSOE
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De-alignment vs. realignment?

On the relevance of cleavages for contemporary party systems,
there are two perspectives:

1. de-alignment: cleavages become less significant in politics

2. re-alignment: cleavages change
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Changing cleavages

Ford and Jennings (2020) present three proposals of new
cleavages, which ones? What is the conflict about?
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Changing cleavages

• materialism vs. post-materialism (Inglehart 1971)

• globalization winners vs. loser (Kriesi 2008)

• transnationalism vs. isolationalism (Hooghe, Marks, and
Wilson 2002)

Question by Richard: Why don’t the authors consider the
possibility that these political issues and developments could just
be temporary and not cleavages which will determine the structure
of politics for the next few decades?
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The post-materialist turn

Figure: Generational distribution of materialist and post-materialist values (Abramson and
Inglehart 1987, p. 235)
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Or a new globalization cleavage?

Figure: New political space according to Kriesi (2008, p. 15)

...and your parties? Use the recent party program to search for
explicit references to new cleavages
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Social transformations

Why do new cleavages arise?
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Social transformations

1. educational expansion

2. rising levels of migration

3. decline of the (White) working class

4. ageing societies

5. re-politicization of space (depletion of rural areas)
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Transformations on the demand-side

Figure: Evolution of cleavage strength for Social Democrats and Christian Democrats (Marks et al.
2023, p. 254)

What’s the story here?
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Transformations on the demand-side

Figure: Evolution of cleavage strength for Greens and TAN (Marks et al. 2023, p. 255)

Question by Bennet: Is there really a Cleavage between educated
and uneducated?
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Transformations on the demand-side

Figure: Evolution of cleavage strength for Greens and TAN (Marks et al. 2023, p. 255)
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Transformations on the demand-side

Question by Ole: Are green and liberal parties in the
contemporary frame really the more disruptive agents compared to
right parties?
Question by Sophie: To what extent is the decline of traditional
cleavages irreversible or could new circumstances lead to them
coming back?
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Re-politicization of space

Figure: Focus groups with rural residents in the US (Walsh 2012, p. 523)

What does Walsh (2012) do in her study and what does it tell us
about space as a cleavage? [Frieda, Kyro and Melanie]
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What we’ve done today...

• defined cleavages

• traced some historical examples of how cleavages crystallized
in political parties

• discussed changes in cleavage structures
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To prepare for next week...

• With the next session, we’ll enter the third block of our
seminar: functions of political parties

• Readings:
• Main reading

1. Rahat G and Hazan RY (2001) Candidate Selection
Methods: An Analytical Framework. Party Politics 7 (3),
297–322. issn: 1354-0688, 1460-3683. doi:
10.1177/1354068801007003003

• Complementary reading
1. Schwenk J (2022) Candidate Selection and Female

Representation in the Context of High Corruption: The Case
of Italy’s 2014 Mayor Elections. Electoral Studies 79, 102500

• Podcast (complementary)
1. Haughton T (2024) Party People: Candidates and Party

Evolution.
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